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This was my first day of presenting a computer activity to the after school kids.  I decided on a “getting to know you” project since I don’t know most of these kids.  I had them create a single PowerPoint slide.  It had to include their names, ages, and a couple of statements about themselves.  Then they all got to pick a clip art picture to illustrate the slide.


I presented this activity to two groups of about ten kids each.  The activity went fairly well.  The typing was difficult for some of the youngest students, and some of the computers had little clip art loaded on it.  The students, however, seemed to enjoy the activity.  In fact, one little girl was quite upset when her father came to pick her up before she could finish.

January 13, 2004


During my second week of presenting computer activities, I decided to use the on-line painting available at the Kid Pix web site.  (I was disappointed to learn that the elementary computer lab is not equipped with Kid Pix.  I have a book of computer activities for primary grades, but many of them call for Kid Pix.  The after-school coordinator said she might be able to install it with some of her budget.  We’re still looking into it.)  


However, I ran into a snag.  The Destination computer would not work for me.  I was planning to use it to show the site.  I thought I would be better able to keep the kids on task if they could follow along with me.  Instead, I had to talk them through the painting features.  They were troopers, though, and were very attentive.  They caught on quickly and were especially taken with the stamp feature.

January 20, 2004


For our activity this week, I found some on-line word searches that allow users to “circle” words by clicking and dragging the mouse.  The site I used offered word searches on a variety of topics.  I wasn’t sure if this activity would be too hard or too easy for these kids, but things went well.  The site I used had both easier and harder searches, but we mostly stuck to the easier ones.  There were only a couple of kids who were able to rush through the easy ones, and they were very good natured when I switched them over to the more difficult one.  As I left my classroom to go to the after school program, I grabbed a sheet of smiley face stickers on a whim.  Then I gave a sticker to the kids for each word search they completed.  I was amazed at how motivating that was.  My junior high students wouldn’t have been nearly that impressed by stickers.

January 27, 2004


This week I introduced the after-school kids to Clips On-line.  When we did the PowerPoint activity, some of the students had trouble because there was very little clip art loaded on their computer.  I decided to show them a way around this problem if it came up again.  We worked in Word, and I had each student create a page for an imaginary alphabet book.  They each chose a letter and typed in “A is for…” (or whichever letter they chose).  Then we went to Clips On-line and downloaded a picture to illustrate their letter.  Once they got the hang of it, most were able to insert several pictures that went with their letter.


Looking back, this activity had quite a few steps to it.  I was very grateful that one of the other after-school workers chose to stay at my station and circulated among the students to answer questions.  Because it had many steps, I’m not sure how many of the kids will be able to remember this on their own.  I’ll have to use Clips On-line again to reinforce the lesson.

February 3, 2004


This week’s activity had a dual purpose.  I introduced Publisher and returned to Clips On-line to review last week’s lesson.  This week I had each student make a sign for his or her bedroom door.  We created a poster, and everyone chose a background design and color scheme.  Then they each typed in “Name’s Room” and added a message below it.  (Most messages consisted of telling siblings to keep out.)  Finally we were going to add a picture for illustration.


Here we ran into trouble.  For some reason none of the computers would let us download pictures from Clips On-line even though it worked perfectly last week when we were in Word.  Fortunately I had the technology coordinator create a shared folder for our after-school program so we saved the posters for next week.  He’s looking into why we were having such trouble.

February 10, 2004


This week we did not get back to our posters.  I decided we should do something for Valentine’s Day.  I decided to try a scavenger hunt.  I looked around for some sites on Valentine’s Day that weren’t too in depth since most of my after-school kids are third grade or younger.  I was just going to load a hyperlinked Word document on the shared drive and let the kids work from that, but I decided that might get confusing for them.  In stead I put the hyperlinked questions on a new page in my web site.  Then I just created a hard-copy answer sheet for them to use.  I figured that would be easier that having them toggle between the Internet and a Word document.


As I suspected, this activity was a little difficult for many of the students.  Their reading skills are limited, and they’re not familiar with reading on-line material.  However, the after-school director said they had done scavenger hunts in the past so I thought I would try it.  Also, we all worked together, and everyone succeeded at getting the answers.  I’m not sure I will attempt another scavenger hunt in the future.


The technology coordinator claims that there should be no reason that our Publisher clip art didn’t work so we’ll be working on our posters again next week.

February 17, 2004


Today I worked with the kids in small groups so they could finish their Publisher posters.  Most only had to insert pictures so the activity went quickly.  Everything went smoothly this time.  We saved the finished product to the shared drive so I can print them later on my color printer.

February 23, 2004


I had to hold my after-school lessons on Monday instead of Tuesday because I had auditions for spring play Tuesday afternoon.  Since I haven’t done anything in the area of math, I looked on-line for math games.  I found a nice variety at PrimaryGames.com.  They also have games for other discipline areas so I may use this web site again.  The kids seemed to enjoy the games.  I also brought along the printed copies of their posters, and they were excited to get them.

March 1, 2004


Today was my first after-school class with middle school students.  I was nervous that no one would be interested, but sixteen kids showed up.  I made flyers for each student in grades 6-8, but the 5th grade must have heard about it because a few of them were there, too.  


Our first session today was on the Internet.  I started by talking to them a little bit about Boolean logic and how it can make their searches more effective.  Then to practice their search techniques, we played a couple of games.  First we did a few rounds of Googlewacking.  Then we worked on an Internet scavenger hunt.  By then an hour had passed, and some of the kids needed to get going.  Others stayed with me, and I showed them to e-mail attachments in Hotmail.  Finally I told them I would monitor the lab for 15-20 minutes if they wanted to practice some of the things we’d been working on.

March 2, 2004


This week for after-school program, I contacted the elementary teachers in grades 1-6 and asked for their spelling lists for the week.  Some of them are more computer savvy than others.  Those e-mailed me their lists; the others I had to track down in their classrooms.  


Once I collected the lists, I made few photocopies of each list and handed out grade-appropriate lists to students as they came in.  We used the Puzzlemaker web site to create word searches using our spelling lists.  All of the students were able to complete the activity, and some of the faster typists then branched off on their own and created other word searches.  Some of the word search topics were colors, holidays, and animals.

March 8, 2004


This was the second Monday I met with the middle school computer students. This week I had eleven in attendance. Our topic this week was Word.  Since students use Word in their keyboarding classes, I didn’t focus too much on typing skills and basic formatting.  Instead I worked with ways to add some color and personality to their Word projects.   At least two of our middle school teachers have students keep journals/notebooks as part of their grade.  I tried to show students interesting features to “jazz up” these projects.


We started by talking about horizontal versus vertical page layout, and I showed them where they can change the layout of their paper.  Then we worked on using borders and shading for emphasis and decoration.  (As I expected, they were especially taken with the art borders.)  Next we went into the Word Art tool bar.  Many of the students had used Word Art, but none had ever used the tool bar.  


With the rest of the time we had, I focused on the drawing toolbar.  Most of the students had never used it, either.  We looked at AutoShapes, using background color, lines and arrows, etc.  I also brought along some digital cameras.  We took pictures, learned how to save them in each student’s file on the server, and learned to insert digital photos into Word and AutoShapes.

March 11, 2004


This was my usual Tuesday afternoon with the younger after school kids.  I had planned to work more with Publisher but again couldn’t get the program to load on most of the computers.  (The tech coordinator had told me that problem was cleared up.)  I had little time to think of a new lesson so I improvised.  I decided to teach the Word Art toolbar just as I had done with the middle school students.  In this case almost no one had used Word Art before, and many of the students were fascinated by it.  It was a bit in-depth for some of the very young children so there were some listening problems, but most of them stuck with it well.


Each day at after school program, I present each activity two or three times depending on the number of students present that day.  Today I had three groups, and the third group happened to consist of older kids.  They finished the Word Art lesson relatively quickly so I also showed them a few features of the Drawing toolbar.

March 15, 2003


My numbers were down a bit today.  There were two reasons:  we had a blizzard today and probably shouldn’t have been in school.  Also high school track started today, and quite a few junior high students decided to go out.  As a result I only had nine students. 


Today we worked on PowerPoint.  Most of the kids there had very little PowerPoint experience so I covered most of the basics.  We selected the types of slides we wanted, added and formatted text, inserted pictures, formatted the background, etc.  We used custom animation and inserted sounds.  I also went into slide transitions and talked a little bit about some of the timing options.  We also went to Clips On-line, and I showed the students how animated clip art can be used in a PowerPoint slide.  The students enjoyed PowerPoint, as usual, and spent quite a bit of time perfecting their slide shows.

March 16, 2004


Today I decided to go back to PowerPoint.  We haven’t worked with PowerPoint since my first day at the after school program.  Either the students were extra attentive today, or their computer skills are becoming more developed because things went very smoothly today.  However, we didn’t work much with text so there was less keyboarding.  Keyboarding always slows us down.


I had the students open a new PowerPoint presentation.  First we entered some brief text and inserted a clip art picture into the slide.  Next I showed them how to use the Animation Effects.  We didn’t go into the Slide Show menu but just used the icon.  That cut down on confusion, too.  The students were very interested in all of the animation effects they could add.  I had them keep their headphones off until they had explored the effects a bit.  Then I told them to put on the headphones, and they were amazed that most of the animation effects came with sounds.  I loved the looks of amazement on their faces.


Once we had these things mastered, we went into formatting slide background.  We started with basic colors and then moved on to using the fill effects.  The students were very proud of their final creations, and I had many requests for help in saving the PowerPoint slides.  I think I’ll continue working on PowerPoint next week since things went so well today.

March 22, 2004


Today was my last middle school computer class.  Numbers were down again because golf started.  (It’s always something.)  Today’s lesson was on Excel.  Since it is a complex program, I covered some of the basics and then helped students work on individual projects.


We went over the basic concept behind spreadsheet and cells.  I showed them how to move around on an Excel sheet and insert data.  I showed them the AutoFill feature, which they found intriguing, and we did some minimal formatting of cells.  Finally we talked about some of the simpler formulas available in Excel.


I spent the last part of the class showing them to use the Chart Wizard.  I chose to focus on this feature of Excel because our annual Science Fair is coming up in a week or two, and I thought some students might be interested in creating charts for their project displays.  For starters I had students pair up for the activity.  Then I gave each student a bag of Skittles.  (I’m sure you’ve seen this activity before.)  Students counted out how many Skittles of each color they had, entered it into Excel, and exchanged info to make a comparison between the two bags of Skittles.  Then we used the Skittles data to create a bar graph of the results.  I showed them how to format their charts and then let them experiment with other kinds of charts.  Some of the students had brought their science experiment data with them.  (I had told them they could.)  They started working on creating charts and graphs for their individual projects.  The two that didn’t want to do that chose instead to create calendars using Excel. 

March 23, 2004


Since things went so well last week, I decided to continue with PowerPoint this week.  Those that were here last week opened the PowerPoint presentations that they saved; other started a new presentation.  Today I focused on using animation in PowerPoint slides.  Again I used Clips On-line for finding animated clip art.  The students enjoyed finding “moving pictures” for their slides.  For those students who weren’t here last week, I also reviewed changing the background color on slides.  However I didn’t have time to review custom animation and might have to do that again in the future.

March 25, 2004


I didn’t present an activity today; I was the lab monitor.  However, I was pleased that during computer game time, about half of the students asked if they could not play games.  Instead they wanted to work on their PowerPoint slides.  That pleased me.

March 30, 2004


We didn’t spend too much time on the computers today.  I’ve decided to try just a little Excel with the young students.  To prepare for next week, I used some of our time today to gather some data.  I created some surveys on students’ favorites:  foods, animals, colors, holidays, etc.  After they completed the survey, they were allowed on the computers to play educational games while I monitored.

April 6, 2004


I’ve been thinking about tackling Excel with the younger students but have been nervous about their computer skills.  However, from what I’ve observed in the past few weeks, I thought we should at least try it.  Since I only have half an hour for each of my three groups, I kept it very basic.


I typed up the results of the survey I took last week, and I gave each student a copy.  Then I showed them how to move around in Excel and create a basic spreadsheet of the data.  Since these students are so young, the only formula we worked with was addition, and we used the AutoSum feature.  Once we had all of our data entered, I showed them the very basics of the Chart Wizard.  We didn’t modify our charts much at all; I was just pleased that everyone was able to successfully complete a chart and name the X and Y axis.   

April 13, 2004


Today we did another on-line math activity.  We went to www.coolmath4kids.com and worked on the Lemonade Stand activity there.  It’s a math game that allows students to set up their own virtual business.  Each student starts with the same amount of money and no supplies.  They have to decide the amount of cups, lemons, sugar, ice, etc. that they’ll need per day.  They have access to a weather forecast so they learn to predict customer behavior, and they also get to set the price for their product.  Then they run the program and see how they do for the day.  At the end of the virtual day, their profit or loss is totaled up, inventory is taken, and the whole thing starts over with a new day.  Most of the students enjoyed this program.  Something about watching their money add up held their interest.

April 20, 2004


I saved this activity for the end of April in the hopes that it would be a warm day, one good for being outside.  Of course, the day started out cool and rainy.  Fortunately things cleared up, and we were able to be outdoors.


Today I created a digital scavenger hunt for the after-school kids.  I created a list of ten items that I know could be found on school ground such as a tree, a hose, a bicycle, etc.  I rounded up two digital cameras and again asked a high school student to help me with the project.  Jennifer, my high schooler, and I had three half-hour sessions with groups of six to eight.  We then broke our groups into two teams so that we ended up working with only three or four students at a time.  Each team was given a digital camera and a list and headed off to find and photograph the items on the list.  To give the pictures a little more human interest, I also required that each photo had to include at least one member of the group with the object.  Students were required to take turns operating the camera.  In addition, I included a group photo on the list so that each group had to find a bystander and teach him or her to use a digital camera.


The students really enjoyed this activity.  Since we only had 25-30 minutes with each student, I promised that I would put all of the pictures into a PowerPoint show so that everyone could see the final product.

April 27, 2004


This was my last day with the after-school program.  It was a bittersweet day for me.  This is the first time I’ve worked much with primary students, and I really enjoyed it.  However, my doctor told me it was time for me to slow down a bit, and it was a relief to have some extra time to rest.


Today I showed our scavenger hunt slide show and said good-bye.  The PowerPoint took forever to put together.  After sorting and inserting pictures from six different groups (one per group), I was tempted to forego any animation effects, but I know the kids would enjoy it more if I threw in some animation so I soldiered on.


Working with the after-school program for my internship was a wonderful opportunity for me, and looking back at this log, I’m amazed at what we’ve accomplished.  The program coordinator, all the staff, and the students have been so good to work with, and I’m very glad I chose this project.

