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During our last review for our North Central Association accreditation, I worked with a committee to formulate belief statements for our school district.  As I was deliberating my philosophy of education, I kept coming back to these statements.  Since I worked closely on their formulation, these beliefs closely mirror mine, and I decided to use them as the springboard for my philosophy of education.  The committee's words are in italics, with my own reflection following.

We believe that the primary responsibility of education begins in the home and is shared by the student, family, school, and community.

This belief statement reflects one belief of mine that has grown over the years.  It is impossible to think of education as something that happens only in the classroom.  So many factors influence our students and their learning.  We as educators need to do all we can to work with parents and others who can have a powerful influence in the lives of our students.  As a student I know that without the support of my husband and other family members, I would not be compiling a portfolio.  They have been invaluable to me as I've worked on my degree.

We believe that instructional programs, activities, and methods of teaching in the schools must be diverse to meet the needs, interests, abilities, and learning styles of students.

During the time that I was working on my degree, Platte High School made the switch to block scheduling.  This change added emphasis to the above belief statement.  With ninety-minute blocks, lecture courses became a thing of the past, and teachers had to expand their methods of instruction.  Integrating technology into the classroom is one way to diversify teaching activities and reach many different types of learners.

We believe that education must support life-long learning by teaching students how to access information to survive and flourish in a global society.

There is no question that we now live in an information age.  No matter what subject area we teach, educators have to teach our students how to learn.  With the Internet common in our schools, homes, and work places, we are flooded daily with new information.  Our students must be taught critical thinking and evaluation skills in order to sort through the deluge of data.  

We believe that students are capable of making their own decisions with proper guidance and are responsible for their actions.

Anyone who has ever been a student in my classroom knows that I emphasize personal responsibility.  As a teacher I can only do so much.  I do all I can to guide them through the curriculum, but the ultimate responsibility falls directly on the shoulders of each student.  It is also my hope that my professors at USD and DSU have seen this belief mirrored in my own performance as a student.  Distance learning opens many doors but does demand a new level of responsibility for the learner.  Working on this master's on-line has been a wonderful opportunity for me, one that I greatly appreciate, and I have striven to reciprocate with a responsible attitude.

