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When I applied for the TET program, I listed four goals for myself:  to challenge myself to remain current in my field, to research best practices in using technology in the classroom, to learn new methods for integrating technology in the area of language arts, and to assist my colleagues in using technology effectively as the opportunity arises.  Looking back, I feel that I have reached these goals.  My course work did an excellent job of helping me meet my goals and took me far beyond these simple expectations.  I’ve not only learned about technology and language arts.  I’ve learned about research, change management, learning theories, etc.  I’ve learned so much in the last four years and have had many doors opened to me.  


However, we all know that learning doesn't cease with the end of formal education.  I know that my goals will continue to guide me in my use of technology in my classroom.  Even as I have been busy with my course work, I feel there have been new technologies passing me by.   For example, I need to learn more about hand-held devices and Smartboards.  I would like to use my tablet to its fullest potential.  As a practicing teacher, it is always a struggle to find the time to research and work with new ideas.  My studies at USD have given me the tools I need to grow as a user and instructor of technology.  Plus I already hear that little voice nagging in my head, "Now, what about that Ed. Specialist degree?"

